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Notes from the Pastor:  

In September, the Pastor’s Conference I 

attended had a great topic. The presenter was 

the LCMS Pastor from Alexandria, Rev. Paul Dare, who had 

recently written a Bible study titled “Christians in a Woke World: 

A Call to Courage, Confession, and Love.” It was a very 

straightforward analysis of many of the new challenges to the 

Christian faith by the world around us, and how Christians can 

respond, simply presenting a good scriptural and doctrinal reaction. 

I am thinking of how best to use this study at Mount Olive, with 

college students and/or another congregational setting like Sunday 

morning.  

It was a good reminder to me that Christians and the 

church can always expect to be under attack. In fact, 

our church year reminds us of that each and every year. 

Even though the longer season of Sundays after Trinity 

doesn’t always present unified themes throughout the Sundays, the 

last two months of the season do seem to have some kind of 

structure. From the last Sunday in September through Reformation 

Day at the end of October, the readings tend to emphasize what we 

call the church militant, the church as it exists in this world 

frequently under attack. And in November, from All Saints 

through the Last Sunday, we have the Church Triumphant 

emphasized, a look forward to what God has promised his faithful 

people at the end of time. 

 

In the book “Christians in a Woke World,” Pastor Dare’s main 

application and direction to Christians is reflected in the second 

half of his title. We are encouraged to take courage, remembering 
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that God has promised to be with us and 

strengthen us; we are called to boldly confess 

our Christian faith in the midst of a confused 

world; and we are instructed to respond to others 

in this world with Christian love, showing 

mercy and compassion and care to people in 

need. 

In Ephesians 6, we have the great “Armor of 

God” passage from Paul. “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength 

of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able 

to stand against the schemes of the devil.” Paul describes the 

Christian’s preparation for what we face in this world in the image 

of the armor of a Roman soldier. But there is an important 

distinction. Most of the armor is defensive. We depend upon GOD 

HIMSELF to take on the enemy in Jesus Christ. Our goal and 

instruction is to STAND against Satan and his demonic powers. 

“Stand therefore, … and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 

readiness given by the gospel of peace.” We have a great gift given 

to us: PEACE. The battle is already won, and we have been given 

the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shield of 

faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the Word of God.  

Again, our enemy is not people. Our enemy is the Devil and his 

angels. Jesus Christ has already won the battle. Our task is to take 

courage, stand firm in the confession of the truth, and love our 

neighbors. Yes, this life is often a struggle. But we have God’s 

presence with us, and the armor of God protects us. 

In Christ our Lord,  

  

Pastor Robert Franck  
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From the Board of Elders… 

 
Mount Olive has received 2 
big blessings in September. 
The 1st is the forgiveness of 
the 2nd PPP loan has been confirmed.  The 
total of the 2 loans that have been forgiven adds up to 
about 50,000. The first of these loans kept us from financial 
trouble in 2020, which is what it was designed to do. The 
second will help bring us back to where we were going into 

2020.  

When we first applied for the first PPP loan the Board of 
elders had voted on including the PPP money as part of our 
donation to the district. Now that both loans have 
been forgiven we will be sending 5,000 to the district. I am 
sure they will feel as blessed with the program just as we 
did.  

 The 2nd big blessing is that we have met our goal of 
$10,000 deficit reduction money raised. That means 
we also have the matching $10,000. Without any 
unforeseen issue, we will end the year not only without a 
deficit, but when you add in the PPP loan that was forgiven, 
we will have our operating fund back to where it has been 
for the last many years. 
 My thanks to all who helped make this happen. We had 
donations that ranged from $5 dollars to $10,000. Each one 
was a person giving from the blessings that God has given 
them.  

 It will soon be time to look at next year's budget, and 
asking for people to look at the blessing that God has given 
to them, and to fill out a pledge card based on those 
blessings. Over the last few years, we have cut the budget 
to a place where we are a fully functional church without 
having any extras. We have changed insurance companies 
to save money, we have changed garbage companies, and 
the number of times we have garbage collected, we have 
stopped having the lawn fertilized, as a few examples.  
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 We have our budget to the point where we feel any cuts 
would put us in a place we do not want to be. Using 
volunteers to cut the grass, and cleaning the building etc.. 
As you fill out your pledge card, please remember the 
lesson learned from our debt reduction drive. If we all do a 
little, we can accomplish a lot. If we can average $7 a week 
per family more in giving, we can have a balanced budget 
next year. Knowing that for some $7 a week is not 
affordable look at what you can give to help make up the 
difference those who can't. I am sure if we all give by our 
blessings, we will meet our goals for 2022. 
Once again, I want to thank you all for coming together in 
our time of need.  

Tim Jezierski  
Chairman Board of Elders.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Board of Elders Meeting –  

October 18th 
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Church Office…  

Happy Fall Everyone! 

Well, according to last year we were 

in a drought!  The weather stayed 

about the same all year.  Thank 

goodness for the recent little bit of 

rain we received.  I am excited for 

the change of season because it brings rain.  Can you tell I’m from 

Florida?  This year is particularly nice because I do love Fall and we 

are through the worst of covid.   

Fall is bonfires, football games and general nesting, not tents and 

umbrellas!  Oh well, soon we will have Halloween, All Saints Day, 

Thanksgiving, Advent and then Christmas.  It’s a fun season!  In all 

of this revelry remember also those who are less fortunate.  Volunteer 

at a soup kitchen, donate to the food shelf, knit or crochet warm 

mittens, scarves or hats.  Give generously to a charity or donate at the 

blood bank…..not just during this time of giving, but all year through.  

We have all been blessed … let us share God’s love with others as 

well. 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. 

If you can this month; find ways to express your appreciation for 

Pastor Franck.  He is wonderful source of theological knowledge and 

he enjoys sharing it; his humor is wonderful also!  I enjoy the 

conversations we have about the Bible and appreciate the insight I get 

listening to his sermons. We are so fortunate to have him at Mt. Olive. 

Enjoy your Fall days whether it is a 

football game or raking leaves or just 

sitting by a campfire. I know I will.  

Happy Fall! 

 

Your Servant in the Lord,  
Julie  
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Circle News: 
 

The October schedule is as follows: 

All Woman’s Circles have begun meeting 

as needed; there are no meetings planned 

for October. 

Lydia Circle will be serving coffee Sunday, October 17. 

 

 
The next mite door offering will be October 3rd 

 

 
The mites collected on September 5 by the LWML 
totaled $148.88, with a year-to-day total of 
$1,118.25. The mites that are collected fund 

mission grants voted on by the district and national LWML. 
The LWML thanks you! 

 
Sunday, October 3, 2021 

 

Congregational Prayer - Lord God, 
heavenly Father, we are living through 

difficult times. People are hurting and need 
hope. Despite the restrictions we face due 

to the virus, give us opportunity to tell 
someone we know about Your love and 
forgiveness. Someone we know needs 

hope. Use us to give Your hope to them. 
In Jesus name we pray, Amen.  

 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month!  

Take a few moments to share your thanks, prayers and 
encouragement with Pastor Franck. 
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New LifeLight Series 

LifeLight will begin studying "Wilderness 

Wanderings" on October 3rd. Study guides 

are available in the narthex. Pick one up 

and join us Sunday evenings from 6:00-

7:30 in the Upper Room. 

 

LSF has started! 
We invite all students and young adults to 

come and join us Tuesdays at 7pm in the lower 

level of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 E 

Superior St.   We are watching and discussing 

episodes of the TV movies “The Chosen”.  

Hope to see you there!  If anyone needs a ride 

just let us know.  Elizabeth and Rachel Franck 

 

 
All Saints' Sunday - November 7th    

Sunday, November 7th we will celebrate 

All Saints Sunday.  If you have a family 

member or friend who has died in the 

faith whom you want remembered at the 

altar, please write their name and date of 

death on a piece of paper and either give 

it to the pastor, or turn it into the church 

office by Thursday, October 28th.  There 

will be a clipboard on the door of the 

office.  Please sign your name and phone number so Julie 

can call you in case of questions or call the office 724-

2500. 
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul.  

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 
 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
 
Total served thru September= 58 (3 Bibles) 

 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the 

cabinet door in the Upper Room. 
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Please send contributions to: 
 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 
 

 

LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth. 

MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF 

WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. 

"MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world. 

The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  

My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite 

systems carrying these stations.  

October 3, 2021 
Rev. Mark Peske 
Our Redeemer Lutheran –Cohasset, MN 

October 10, 2021 
Rev. Patrick Lovejoy 
First Lutheran – Grand Rapids, MN 

October 17, 2021 
Rev. Jim Anthony                                     
Redeemer Lutheran – Deer River, MN 

October 24, 2021 
Rev. John Bonk                                     
Our Redeemer Lutheran – 
Cohasset, MN 

October 31, 2021 
Rev. Matthew Kohl                                     
Our Redeemer Lutheran – Cloquet, MN 
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Sunday October 17th – Mission Sunday 

My Savior Lives Northland 
 

 
About Our Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 

About Our Ministry 
Originally called Main Street Living Northland, our weekly program 
has been airing continuously since early 2018. In September 2020, 
we changed our name to MSL Northland as we became an all local 
production. Each half hour program is a complete church service 
including liturgy, bible readings and hymns, along with a sermon 
delivered by an ordained pastor from one of the Missouri Synod 
Lutheran Churches in northeastern Minnesota and northwest 
Wisconsin. 

Our Mission 
Bringing Christ to the Northland 

The purpose of this corporation is to engage in a television and 
social media evangelistic ministry on behalf of Minnesota North 
District, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Our goal is to provide for 
those who cannot gather in a local congregation the opportunity to 
hear God’s Word the same as if they worshiped in a local 
congregation that Sunday. God says His Word will not return empty. 
May it bless you who hear it. 

 

There will be a free will offering after the service. 
Food items can also be brought on Mission Sunday. 
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Lutheran Island Camp  
Fall Events Schedule 2021 

www.islandcamp.org 

Join us at Lutheran Island 

Camp for a variety of Fall 

Retreats and Events!  

October 9 

Fall Work Day 
Join us on the Island as we tidy 
up and prepare for the winter! 
Bring your friends and family to help out at the Island! The 
work day starts at 9am and goes until 3pm. See you there! 

  

October 14 - 23 

Online Quilt Auction 
The second half of the Annual Quilt Auction will be held vid 
Proxibid! Create an account and get bidding! For any 
questions, give us a call at 218.583.2905. 

 

November 2 – 7 

Quilting Retreat 
Calling all quilters! Join us for wine, friends, and beautiful 
quilts this November. To register and for more information 
email licprogram@islandcamp.org. 

 

November 12 - 13 

Confirmation Retreat Weekend 
Open to all churches who would like to join us for our 
Confirmation Retreat weekend. Programming is available. 
For more information and to register, please 
email licprogram@islandcamp.org.  

http://www.islandcamp.org/
mailto:licprogram@islandcamp.org
mailto:licprogram@islandcamp.org
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CONCORDIA SEMINARY CONCERT SERIES 

2021-22 season announced!    

Come and enjoy our beautiful campus while 

taking in the musical talents of many different 

musicians and musical groups! Many musical 

performances are being offered throughout the 

year, including premier concerts and hymn 

festivals. Check out our website for a full schedule and details!  

Concordia Seminary,St.Louis<communications@csl.edu> 

 

After Chapel Concerts 

These mini concerts feature musicians 

from within and beyond the Seminary 

community. Concerts are held in the 

Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus at 

9:55 a.m. CT.  
 

Summer Carillon Concerts 

These concerts feature national and 

international carillonneurs who 

perform on the Seminary’s carillon in 

Luther Tower. The concerts are held 

at 7 p.m. CT Tuesdays in June. 
 

 

Premier Concerts 

Held in the Chapel of St. Timothy and 

St. Titus throughout the year, these 

concerts feature visiting choral groups 

and performers of the highest acclaim.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsl.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D9713dbba7b3e847c6f1001327%26id%3D68287ddba0%26e%3D7e5f67f06f&data=04%7C01%7C%7C843ff9181d0c4fddb77f08d96d5c12f2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637661064509306848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OuGihnmpb9QvhTU%2FlLKJt0ZMCJ4pjiKqAlpCjdWhdQk%3D&reserved=0
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Minnesota North District 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 604 

Brainerd, MN 56401 
  
September 15, 2021 

  
Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the Minnesota North District: 
  
We have received word that Rev. Robert Behling (Trinity, Twin Valley), 
was taken to be with his Savior in heaven on Tuesday, September 14, 
2021. Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 am on Wednesday, 
September 22, 2021, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Twin 
Valley. Visitation will begin at 9:00am on Wednesday at the church. 
Committal Services will be at Greenwood Cemetery in Park Rapids at 
3:00pm, following the funeral on Wednesday. 
  
Pastor Behling served congregations in North Dakota and South 
Dakota before taking the Call to Trinity in Twin Valley. 
  
Please keep the Behling family and the members of Trinity in Twin 
Valley in your prayers, asking that God would soothe their sorrow and 
wipe away their tears with the precious promises of the Gospel. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the 
Lord! 
                                                
Peace to you in Christ, 
Rev. Donald J. Fondow 

District President 
  

". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' 
says the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their 
works accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13). 
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Our prayers and condolences to the family of 

Margaret Nielson who passed away Monday, 

September 20th .  Her funeral will be held Tuesday, 

September 28th, 3:00pm at the Methven Funeral 

Home in Hinckley, MN.  Visitation is at 2:00 pm.  

Margaret had been a member at Mt. Olive since 

2016, but attended for a long while before.  She was a very devout, 

faithful servant of God; the Reinemanns would bring her Sundays. She 

was a pleasure to talk with and her presence is missed.  May God’s grace 

be with her family during this difficult time. 

 

  Thank you!! 

September 19th was a joy-
filled day as Mt. Olive 
“Celebrated Our Senior 
Saints” through Word, song, 
prayer, fellowship, a booklet, 
flowers, and good food. Thank 
you to our members 80 years and older who allowed their 
lives to be shared and honored. Always remember, you are 
loved and valued! Thank you to members of the LWML who 
planned and carried out details of the celebration. Thank 
you to Pastor Franck for spiritual guidance and ministry to 
all God’s saints at Mt. Olive. Thank you to Thrivent for 
funding our celebration in part. 
Our day was abundantly blessed with the God-given gifts of 
many people working together and willing hands to help 
where needed. It would be difficult to list by name everyone 
who contributed to the success of this project, yet 
everyone’s efforts are most deeply appreciated. We thank 
God for you! To all those who volunteered to contact our 
Senior Saints for a "little-known fact or seldom-told story," 
to bring food to share at lunch, to arrange flowers, to make 
corsages and boutonnieres, to decorate tables, to manage 
kitchen preparations, to set-up, to shop for supplies, to 
clean-up, and to make follow-up visits to those seniors 
unable to attend: you are heartily thanked and your service 
is a blessing! 
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Dear Elizabeth and Rachel, 
Thank you for your wonderful music choices for our 
services.  We love the preludes and postludes; your 
combined talents make our services very powerful.  
Thank you! 

Mt. Olive Congregation. 
 

 

 

Dear Mt. Olive,  

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers 

and treat I found at my door the other 

day.  I feel very blessed to have such 

good friends.  Thank you and God Bless. 

Pat Johnson 

 

GET WELL SOON! 

Holly Suronen 

 

 
Monday Matins:  

At 9:00 on most Monday mornings, we hold a 

Matins service in the sanctuary. All are invited. It is 

a service of singing hymns and Psalms, meditation 

on God's Word, and prayer. We recite a portion of the catechism 

and listen to a meditative devotion. The service is also provided on 

our YouTube channel. Special prayer requests are also invited.  

 
Watch our YouTube Channel for services 

and other videos @mtoliveduluth.org 

 

 

 

 



20  Highlights                                                                            October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

03 Alexander and Marjia Lietzan, 12 years 

05 Julie and Lloyd Lindgren, 2 years 

07 Donna Bergstrom and Walter Fischer 20 years 

11 John and Jennifer Keske, 18 years 

12 Jackie and Daniel Lindsey, 2 years 

12 Nickcole and Levi Pederson, 2 years 

20 Tom and Nikki Robbins, 6 years 

30 Jerry and Kathy Hass, 3 years 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  5    Joshua Miller 

  6    Jennifer Keske 

  8    Ben Griffith 

10 Justin Walczak 

11 Hannah Franck 

14    Kevin Jones  

15 Breanna Longtin 

        Peter Pierce 

         

16 Nick Polzin 

20 Alisa Fenske 

        Greg Pesola 

        Gary Werkhoven 

21    Jacob Keske 

        Eloise Lietzan 

22    Brian Aubin 

24 Lydia Franck 

        Harlan Keske 

27 Ben Swanum 

28 Ben Wilmes 

31 Jeff Reinemann 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


